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The little grave is dug, narrow at the top and wide at the
bottom, water is sprinkled on it, and a pice put in it, and then
the child is buried, stones and thorns being heaped on the top
to keep off scavenging dogs and jackals. The funeral is only
attended by men, who wear just their loin-cloths and sometimes
repeat 'Rama, Rama' as they walk. The ceremonial defile-
ment (sutaka) only lasts for three days, and on the fourth
vegetables and milk are distributed amongst children* There
is no fear of being haunted by so tiny a child, for it can have
had no desires, and no Sraddha is therefore performed for it.
The baby died through its own wickedness, and so there is
no hope.for it. It must have been wicked indeed to have
died so early, and so it will have to go through all the eighty-
four lakhs of rebirth.
The writer will never forget the desolate hopelessness of
the first child's funeral she saw: the men who were burying
it seemed absolutely convinced of the baby's horrible wicked-
ness, hurrying it out of sight as a thing stained by guilt. In
sharpest contrast to their shallow condemnation one seemed
almost to hear the voice of the Great Child-lover;
'Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid
them not, for of suck is the kingdom of Heaven.'
One of the gravest problems confronting the splendid band
of Indian men and women who are working for the uplift
of their country is how to alleviate the sufferings of widows,1
It is quite impossible for us to understand the position of
a widow in India, unless we grasp these two facts: first,
that her sorrows are believed to have come upon her as
a punishment for sins in a previous life; and second, that
it is not in accordance with the honour of her late husband's
family that she should look beautiful, well, or happy,
If a woman commit adultery, the malignant karma she
thereby acquires will force her to become a widow not once
but many times. Indeed, the popular belief is that during
1 The writer is deeply indebted to two fine non-Christian women
reformers who have worked over this chapter with her.